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Members Present...........Commissioner Jeff Burrows, Commissioner Suzy Foss, Commissioner J.R. Iman and Commissioner Ron Stoltz
Date...............................March 18, 2013
►Minutes: Glenda Wiles
►Commissioner Greg Chilcott was in Helena for the legislative session.
►The Board met at 9:00 a.m. with Clerk & Recorder/Elections Administrator Regina Plettenberg for a discussion and possible decision on approving a redistricting and precinct map.  Commissioner Foss was not present for this meeting.  Regina stated these changes can be done once every 10 years.  This does not address polling locations. The time limit is 45 days and must be done by March 29th which is then certified by Commissioners.  This change will go into effect for the 2014 voting year.  Regina hopes this proposal evens the votes out more which will help the voters, ballot rotation and poll watchers.  

Public Comment:
Charles Wisenbach thinks this should be looked at from the standpoint of decreasing the number of polling places.  It seems that regardless of how the state divides the districts, it is good on the local level to see how the voters tally up within distinct geographical boundaries.  He feels this is shifting the County from peer group (community) voting to efficiency voting.  Therefore this potential change should be studied more and maybe placed on the ballot for the voters to decide.  Another issue is the incorporated Towns/Cities which is an economic advantage to the County; and changing those precincts takes away from those town locations.  Charles felt there are strong community feelings and voting locations is a part of that.

Regina will prepare the current 24 precinct map with the overlay of the proposed 22 precinct map. The map will be available for public review on the web and in the 3rd floor hall way near the Commissioners Conference Room, and another meeting will be set for Wednesday, March 27, 2013 at 1:30 p.m. for a final decision by the Commissioners.

►The Board met at 10:00 a.m. for a Resolution on the withdrawal from the Bitterroot Economic Development District (BREDD). It was noted this decision was formally made on September 17, 2012, but at the request of the Department of Commerce, a formal resolution was requested. Commissioner Foss made a motion to adoption Resolution No. 3048.  Commissioner Stoltz seconded the motion and all voted "aye". (4-0)

►The Board met at 11:00 a.m. for a Ravalli County DUI Task Force Year End Update for 2012 by DUI Task Force Coordinator Glenda Wiles and DUI Task Force Member Jennifer Ray who is also the Justice Court No. 2 Clerk.  Glenda presented a year end update as required by Statue (see attached).  Discussion included budget for FY2012, anticipated budget for FY2013 and activities of the DUI Task Force. Jennifer presented statistics from Justice Court.  Discussion included current DUI Laws, recent changes in the statute and important issues that need to be addressed with the state legislators.  The Board thanked the DUI Task Force for their great programs and hard work on this important issue.

►At 1:30 p.m. the Board met with Bitterroot Forest Service Supervisor Julie King and Forest Service Staff Members for an update as well as the work projects in Ravalli County. Julie advised the Commissioners they hope to have the draft of the Travel Planning Documents within the next couple of weeks, which they will bring to the Commissioners for review and comment.  They received public comment which has been incorporated into this planning document.  

Jerry Krueger, Forest Service Planning Staff gave an update on the planning projects by power point presentation covering the number of acres for Forest Total, Wilderness & Timber Base; Wilderness Study Areas in the Sapphires and the Blue Joint area; the Inventoried Roadless Areas; Timber Base for suitable Timber Harvest under various management areas; Sample of Accomplishments n FY 2012; Eight Active Timber Sales, FY2013 Timber Sales and Future Year Timber Sales; Timber Volume Sold by fiscal years between 2000 and 2016; Bark Beetle Work by manner of spray, path, thin and harvest; and a sample of Projects for Fiscal Year 2013. (See attached).  



